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Yuletide Concert

Sunday December 21 dawned with temperatures around

five degrees below zero. In cold like that, the logical
thing to do is to warm up
what we did. We had a light turnout for the concert in

2008, but some agreeable variety. We heard some 20"
century Christmas favorites:

o ‘_‘* —
After Coffee Players Dave Johnson joins Da CLAN
Henry Purcell on harmonica: And Parade of the Tin Soldierarranged for recorder:

Oak Park Recorder Society

Ryan Morrison sang German folk songs with recorder
accompaniment. We enjoyed hurdy-gurdy and a duet by
] the celebrated Renaissance composer Gumpelzhaimer.
Rose Mattax and John Milan We closed 90 minutes of performance with a community

A Baroque work by German composer J.H. Schein: round, directed by Dennis Sherman, Laudemus Virgine,
written for pilgrims in 14" century Europe.
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It was a lively afternoon, and when we were done with
good music and good fellowship only one of us got stuck
in the parking lot and needed a push.

Here’'s our sched+«#00% for

January 18 Da CLaN, Carol Stanger, Nancy
Chabala, Dave Johnson & Larry
Johnson

February 15  The Ridgeway Consort

March 22 Gail Gillespie on lute

April 19 A trio, Anne Cook, Dennis Sherman,

and Nancy van Brundt

Note the date change for MarchThe Amsterdam
Loeki Stardust Quartet performs on March 15 at
Northwestern University in Evanston, so we are moving
our March meeting date forward one week so members
can go and hear this premier European ensemble.

WSEMS Meeting Notes

The West Suburban Early Music Society met in
December to finalize the program for our winter
concert. After the meeting, some of our dedicated
members played Christmas music in the foyer to show
our appreciation to the church as congregation families
entered for the Children's Pageant.

Our winter concert will take place at 3 PM on January
11 at the Covenant Church in Naperville. We welcome
small groups and individuals who would like to perform
a five to ten minute piece. Contact Laura Kuhlman if
you would like to be added to the program. Chapter
members please arrive promptly at 2 for set-up and run-
through of the program. —Eric Stern

WSEMS members play at Naperville Evangelical Covenant

Music Coming Up

t h &ur friends with the West Quigurgan Early Music Society

offer their annual Winter Concert:

Naperville Evangelical Covenant Church
1150 Hobson Road, Naperville, lllinois
Sunday, January 11, 3 PM, Free

Laura Kuhlman will lead. Join them for excellent music
and a reception to follow. For additional information,
contact Eric Stern (egsternl@netscape.net).

The Amsterdam Loeki Stardust Quartet plays Sunday,
March 15 at 3 PM at Pick Staiger Hall at Northwestern
University. Tickets cost $16, seniors $12, students $8.
For details and to buy tickets go to www.pickstaiger.org.
The Quartet is celebrating their 30th anniversary with a
tour of the United States, with the original members,
Daniel Briiggen, Bertho Driever, Paul Leenhouts, and
Kar el van Steenhoven.
innovative and exciting recor d e r ¢ tberensemlylet
has toured the world and made many recordings and TV
appearances. Go to www.pickstaiger.com for tickets.

April 2009 Workshop!

Look for our program in the mail in a few weeks. We
have invited Lisette Kielson to lead a day of recorder
playing featuring works from the 16" century. The
event is at Concordia University in River Forest, Illinois
on Saturday, April 25. The fee ($60 for ARS members,
$65 for non-members, and $70 at the door), includes
music, snacks, and lunch. Contact Mark Dawson at (773)
334-6376 or at msjddawson@sbcglobal.net to learn more.
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Recorder Player of the Month

Dale Fitschen, Oak Park Recorder Society

1937. Born in St. Louis, five in three rooms. St. Louis
was tilted musically towards Grand Ole Opry, so it took
years to other stuff: Concordia seminary broadcast two
hours of Beethoven and Bach each morning, which |
could hear when sick. My mother bought a 45-rpm
record player and ten two-sided records with jazz on one
side, classical on the other, Scheherazade and Yellow
Dog Blues. That was a revelation. | tried steel guitar a
while. Had two years in a catholic seminary and heard a
little more. In summers, there was the outdoor
Municipal Opera, with free seats and all Broadway
musicals. | memorized the songs and got the itch to
dance. | was a stagehand for high school musicals. Took
dance lessons; took Arthur Murray training, and taught
ballroom dance through high school, college, and later.

| cartooned a lot. Washington University Art School let
me in. | was around painters, sculptors, dress designers
and ad illustrators, a seismic change for a blue-collar
seminary Catholic. Some were opera and jazz addicts.
One got me in as a supernumerary in St. Louis operas.
Another, a stuttering illustrator and banjo player,
introduced me to jazz bars and musicians who had
migrated from New Orleans. With the excuse of art,
nights were spent in jazz bars, sketching. This led to
designing jazz record covers, and then | worked for
awhile in a commercial art studio. It was fiercely
competitive and poorly paid. Saw no future there and |
transferred from art to English Literature.

To pay for school, and living, there were a bunch of
jobs: construction welder of ocean-going tugboats on the
Mississippi (until a boat sank under a dozen of us in the
middle of the river and I quit). I cleaned blast furnaces
in Granite City, painted houses. | spent four months in
the Pribalov Islands in the Behring Sea, cleaning seal
skins: 100 miles from land, an Inuit village, and a four
million seals.

1960. To get an MA at Roosevelt University, | moved to
Hyde Park. Roosevelt had night grad. school, plus a job
in the Treasurer’'s Offi
met Saul Bellow, and joined the Committee for Social
Thought at the University of Chicago. Marilyn Olsen,
whomlI’ d met in Art School
We married in 1962. Marilyn was at home for twelve
years after our first daughter. Marilyn was a painter and
graphic artist. We became friends of some brilliant
comic writers, and helped get them published. For many
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years, we did a lot of book illustration, comic articles,
and one c h Withdhreedaughters, twveo 0 k
moved to South Shore and founded a parent-run
Montessori school. The school was a consuming
sideline, until we moved to Oak Park in 1975.

I was secretary and a research assistant at the UC School
of Social Service Administration. In 1969, this led to
CTA Research & Development. The department
became the first staff of the newly created RTA in
Marina City. RTA merged public transit into one
agency. While there, we developed the six-county para-
transit system for elderly and handicapped. Then RTA
was politically split up. I was sent to Pace in Arlington
Heights, a long reverse auto commute. | moved to IDOT,
across from the Art Institute, a dream location. |
traveled the whole state, and worked on funding transit
and para-transit services, construction of transit facilities
and light rail, and buses until | retired in 1999.

In 1980, after working mostly with engineers and
politics, I neededsomethi ng el se for
practicing on a $5 alto. Marilyn saw an ad for the Oak
Park Recorder School. | began lessons with Doris Van
Pelt, Louise Austin, Bill Nelson, and started the Tuesday
night sessions: a new world. Jean Kroesen got me on the
OPRS board. For years, the school had a full range of
classes, and the June Whitewater EMF weekend.

Louise moved to Lake Mills, and Dave Fitzgerald took
over Tuesday nights. Dave led to many gigs in
churches, and summers at the Bristol Renaissance Faire,
roasting and playing all day with talented performers
from all over. It was exhausting, and thrilling.
Sometime in there, | got on the Chicago Chapter Board.

The arts itch passed in the genes: Romy, our oldest, was
a theater business manager and became a nonprofit
financial manager. Jean Clair, the second, became a
school band conductor, and now runs the Comcast
games division. Samantha, the third, got the showbiz
song & dance itch, performed in musicals, and now runs
a dance school.

Liver failure from an autoimmune disease began in

2001k Bnéa®yTcheckell dutVini20D&) butim§ dadditedl €

Samantha gave me most of her liver. | played recorder

the Tuesday before the transplant in October of 2006,

h and | wa’ ®aekeldying b9 JanGaby with &eth from
recorder frien d s . Sam’ s |liver w
we are today, stildl pl ay
having one of the richest experiences life offers.

he
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St Lukeds Recor dreur

Members of the Chicago Chapter have enjoyed hearing
John Langfeld perform several times as part of the St.
Luke’s annual r e c o rodvent,
starting upstairs at 4 PM, he wants us to join him to
perform his own work, Dies Irae John wr
the concert will highlight music by two contemporary
British composers who are interested in having their
music performed in this Series. Their music is
beautifully written for the recorder and is fairly
traditional. In addition, | have planned to program one
of my own compositions, Dies Irae(for as many
recorder players | can fit into the space — it is not
traditional). As in the past, you will hear recorders with
Voi ce, guitar and ot her

The music (seven parts, SSAATTB) for the April
concert is available by email from Mark Dawson at
msjddawson@sbcglobal.net or from John Langfeld at
langfeldjohn@gmail.com. You can also contact John at
(708) 344-6793 or Mark at (773) 334-6376 to ask us to
mail you a copy. A reception follows both events.

Tuesday Night Recorder Sessions

The Oak Park Recorder Society offers a fine way to gain
regular experience in playing with a group. OPRS
members meet Tuesday night, 8 to 10 PM, in the
basement of the Pilgrim Congregational Church, 460

Lake Street. Go to the back entrance near the parking lot

and ring the buzzer for the basement.

Chapter Information

Our chapters are open to anyone, regardless of musical
training, who wants to cultivate and sponsor love and
appreciation of the art, history and use of the recorder and
related instruments. Our meetings, programs and
publications help members to come together and to find
others with similar interests.

Chicago Chapter Dues begin September 1, and West
Suburban dues cover June 1 through May 31 and are due
in September. Both groups include membership in either
chapter and in the American Recorder Societivlembers
are listed in the ARS directory, receive The American
Recordemagazine and this newsletter.

The Recorder Reportarewsletter is published monthly
from September to May and is the joint effort of the
Chicago Chapter and the West Suburban Early Music
Society. Itis free to chapter members. Subscriptions for
nonmembers are available for $5 through the editor.

S e r i ehgagolTleagied ARS (chicagoars.org)
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Webmaster Larry Johnson

(lljohns@us.ibm.com) (773) 631-6671

F(n%jcydawsgnbsgcgloéélglelf) (177§rk e

-6376
First Vice President ] Dennis Sherman
s,  —l ndrsydjRhicabodrs@yahoo.com ) (773) 764920

Second Vice President Larry Johnson
(johns@us.ibm.com) (773) 631-6671

Secretary Ann Greene
(anngreene@att.net) (630) 638-0959

Treasurer Dale Fitschen
(Fitsch@sbcglobal.net) (708) 386-9114

Hospitality Nancy Chabala
nchabala@mymailstation.com) (708) 442-6053

Outreach Hildé Staniulis

(773) 363-7476 and
Arlene Ghlron (afghlron@aol com) (773) 525-4026

Chicago Chapter meetingsUsually third Sunday
of each month, September through May, 2 PM, St.
Luke's Evangelical
sanctuary; and go to Founders Hall in the basement.

West Suburban Early Music Society

Convenor: Laura Kuhlman

(Laura@thekuhlmans.com) (630) 462-5427

Vice-Convenor: Ed Green

(edwgreen@aol.com) (630) 983-7251

Secretary: Eric Stern

(egstern1@yahoo.com) (708) 594-9243

Treasurer: Nancy Good

(Good-Naperville@worldnet.att.net) (630) 355-6690
Membership: Card Stanger

(cvstangemaol.com (630) 789-6402

Hospitality: Nancy Finley

(nfelma3@comcast.net)

WSEMS meetings:Second Sunday of each month,
September through April, first Sunday of May, 2-4:30
PM at the Naperville Evangelical Covenant Church,
1150 Hobson Road, Naperville, southwest corner of
Naper Boulevard and Hobson Road. Exit 1-88 at Naper
Boulevard and travel south. The church entrance is on a
side street, more obvious from Hobson Road. The
group also holds meetings in the summer months and
offers concerts from time to time.
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Lut he
Avenue, Chicago. Enter at door west of main entrance to

Mark Dawson, editor
2425 W. Leland, Chicago, IL 60625-2913
Msjddawson@sbcglobal.net / (773) 334-6376

Deadline for December issue January 25
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