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WSEMS Winter Festival of Sounds  

On January 11 the West Suburban Early Music Society 

put on a show that, according to audience members, was 

our best to date. I apologized for rehashing Christmas 

music, but no one seemed to be bothered when we 

started with playing Alle Psallite, Gaudete, I Wonder As 

I Wonder, Masters in this Hall,  and Psallite, ungenito,  

on recorders, crumhorns, dulcians, and the serpent.  

Following this grand opening, Eric Stern performed a 

beautiful alto recorder solo of Gounod's Ave Maria. 

Accompanying him on piano was his son, Benjamin. 

Later in the program the two of them came back on stage 

and performed a Telemann duet for two altos. Eric and 

Benjamin make a fabulous father and son team and I 

have had the pleasure of watching Benjamin grow into a 

fine musician. I am grateful to Eric for nurturing his son 

and sharing his love of music with us. 

 

Eric Stern and his son Benjamin play Telemann 

The Woodland Consort, featuring Eric Stern, Carol 

Stanger, Nancy Good and Ed Green, performed on 

varying recorder sizes and tunes mostly from the 

beloved Renaissance period, including The Triumph of 

Peace, La Martinenga, Si Bon Amour and La Solda. 

 

Chris Culp on cello, Ed Green on recorder 

One of the highlights of the program was a stunning 

performance by Jim Heup on alto recorder. Jim recently 

retired from teaching and has been able to reconnect 

with the WSEMS, and he brings to the group his 

immense musical talents. Practice does make perfect! 

Handel's Sonata in G-minor is a staple in the recorder 

Baroque literature, and Jim took my breath away. He 

plays handmade recorders from Tom Prescott. 

 

The Woodland Consort  
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I challenged everyone to bring at least two people to the 

concert and David Johnson gets the grand prize by 

bringing six or eight people. Marguerite Re and her mom 

brought their whole family and everyone brought at least 

one family member. It was a real treat for all of us to 

have so many in the audience. I offer my congratulations 

to all members of the WSEMS. They inspire me to be 

my best at all times, and challenge me to learn all I can 

about this little wooden instrument.—Laura Kuhlman 

Chicago Chapter News 

For our January meeting the Chicago chapter heard Da 

CLan, no longer merely The CLaN.  Dave Johnson has 

been invited to play with the best, joining Carol Stanger, 

Nancy Chabala, and Larry Johnson.  They offered a 

series of mostly 16
th
 century works, but wrapped up with 

a fast piece by Stan Davis, and a Latin rumba arranged 

by Gerald Schwertberger. 

As always Patrick O’Malley skillfully directed a varied 

group, this time in two Renaissance works arranged for 

recorder by Stanley Taylor about 50 years ago.  We also 

played John Langfeld’s new work, Dies Irae, for the first 

time, so we have a feel for the piece as a group in 

preparation for the April 19 concert. 

 

Da CLan, Chicago Chapter ARS 

On February 15 the Ridgeway Consort joins us, then 

Gail Gillespie on lute March 15, and on April 19, a trio 

featuring Anne Cook, Dennis Sherman, and Nancy van 

Brundt.  We tried to move our meeting to March 22 to 

make room for our members to attend the concert of the 

Amsterdam Loeki Stardust Quartet, but that didn’t work 

out.  So we are back to the ides of March, March 15.  

We offer you the choice of either hearing great music, or 

playing it.  Loeki also performs Saturday in Milwaukee, 

and Sunday night in Kenosha, two suburbs just north of 

Evanston, and we have an amazing variety of other early 

music performances coming up this winter and spring.   

April 2009 Workshop! 

The flyer to sign up is now in the mail/email.  Let us 

know if you don’t receive a copy.  Please note that 

scholarship funds are available.    We want you to 

attend; please don’t let financial hardship keep you 

from participating.  Contact Mark Dawson at (773) 334-

6376 or at msjddawson@sbcglobal.net to learn more. 

Music Coming Up 

The Flanders Recorder Quartet, another renowned 

European ensemble, performs at Northeastern Illinois 

University on Friday, February 20, at 8PM (Jewel Box 

Series).  Visit the University web site at www.neiu.edu, 

or contact the box office at boffice@neiu.edu or at (773) 

442-4636.  The Flanders Quartet travels with 150 

recorders, including some dating from the 16
th
 century. 

The Venere Lute Quartet, featuring by Gail Gillispie (see 

our March 15 meeting), one of the few professional lute 

ensembles in the United States, performs on Saturday, 

February 21 at 5 PM.  Find them in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin at the Cathedral of All Saints, 818 East Juneau 

Avenue.  Call (414) 225-3113 or visit earlymusicnow.org. 

Members of the Renaissance band Piffaro bring their 

shawms to Chicago to play music from Renaissance 

Venice with the Newberry Consort Friday, Saturday, and 

Sunday, February 20-22, 8 PM Friday & Saturday, 3 PM 

Sunday.   Go to www.newberry.org/consort or call (312) 

255-3610.  Friday’s concert is at St. Clement Church, 642 

W Deming in Chicago, Saturday at Rockefeller Chapel at 

the U of Chicago, Sunday at Northwestern in Evanston. 

The First United Church of Oak Park will host a 

performance of Benjamin Britten’s “Noye’s Fludde” in 

March.  Bill Chin will be directing, and he has invited 

members of the Oak Park Recorder Society to form the 

recorder choir.  Other interested musicians are welcome; 

up to 20 players are needed.  The tentative schedule 

includes a dress rehearsal on Thursday, March 19 at 7 PM 

and performances Friday and Saturday 7:30.  A Sunday 

performance at First United is possible.  To learn more 

contact Bill at (773) 262-4558 or at BillChin@usa.com.   

The Callipygian Players offer The Italian Sonata on 

Friday, February 27 at 8 PM at St. Chrysostom’s 

Episcopal Church, 1424 North Dearborn, in Chicago, 

and on March 1 at the Morton Arboretum.   This 

chamber music ensemble offers works by Vivaldi, 
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Corelli, and Tartini, and features David Schrader on 

harpsichord and Craig Trompeter on cello.  Visit 

www.calplayers.org or call 847-502-7255. 

Sunday, April 19, the members of the Chicago Chapter 

plan to join John Langfeld at 4 PM at St. Luke’s Church 

(where our meetings are held) for a recorder concert, 

concluding with as many recorder players as John can 

recruit to perform a new piece he wrote himself, Dies Irae 

(seven parts, SSAATTB).  For the music, email Mark 

Dawson at msjddawson@sbcglobal.net or John Langfeld 

at langfeldjohn@gmail.com.  You can also contact John at 

(708) 344-6793 or Mark at (773) 334-6376 to ask us to 

mail you a copy.  A reception follows the event. 

The Amsterdam Loeki Stardust Quartet plays Saturday, 

March 14 at 5 PM at the Helene Zelazo Center for the 

Performing Arts, 2419 East Kenwood Blvd, Milwaukee, 

$30, $12 for students.  Call (414) 229-4308 or visit 

earlymusicnow.org .  They play Sunday, March 15 at 3 

PM at Pick Staiger Hall at Northwestern University 

(www.pickstaiger.org) and Sunday March 15 at 7:30 PM 

at the University of Wisconsin Parkside in Kenosha.  Call 

(262) 595-2345 or visit www.uwp.edu.  The Quartet, “the 

world’s most innovative and exciting recorder consort,” is 

celebrating their 30th anniversary with a tour of the US.   

The University of Chicago Presents series offers the vocal 

ensemble Pomerium, singing Italian choral music from 

the age of Michelangelo, Musica Vaticana, 1503-1534, 

Masterworks from the Sistene Chapel.  Rockefeller 

Chapel, Friday February 6 at 7:30 PM, $32. Call (773) 

702-8068 or  visit http://chicagopresents.uchicago.edu. 

And the 49
th
 annual University of Chicago Folk Music 

Festival is February 6-8,  concerts Friday, Saturday, & 

Sunday nights and workshops Saturday and Sunday at Ida 

Noyes Hall, 1212 East 59
th
 Street (www.uofcfolk.org).  

Free Blue Grass jam sessions and workshops!  Russian 

folk songs (Golosa) and American ballads! Cajun, Middle 

Eastern, Irish, Scandinavian, and Yiddish dance!  Blue 

Grass in February in Chicago—one of the inspired ideas 

that makes the University of Chicago a great institution. 

Recorder Player of the Month  

John Langfeld, St. Luke’s Recorder Series 

It is a pleasure to reconnect with the ARS after a 35-year 

hiatus of doing other things.  I began performing again 

in 2006 when I initiated the Saint Luke Recorder Series. 

My recent incarnation as a performer has been a major 

source of satisfaction for me since retiring from public 

school educational environments in July 2007. 

For years, I have listened to artists talk about how life 

experience informs their work.  I “get that” now while I 

only appreciated the notion in my 20s and 30s.  So, if I 

were to make a list of the life experiences that inform my 

current musical passions, I would include these things: 

 A Bachelor of Science degree in instrumental and 
vocal music education, and a Masters of Music 
degree in musicology 

 PhD work in musicology in the 1970s and in music 
and aesthetic education in the 1980s 

 Eight years as a band director 

 Three years as a founding faculty member for the 
Chicago Academy:  Art Music Dance Theatre  

 Four years as the founding Director of the Illinois 
Summer School for the Arts 

 13 years as a public school fine arts administrator 

 Specialization in Baroque and 20
th

 century 
performance practices all along the way 

 Marriage, divorce and a loving 18 year partnership (in 
that order) 

 Recital work in the 1970s 

 Providing workshops for the Chicago Recorder 
Society (1974-83), the Milton Early Music Festival 
(1974-1984), the Milwaukee Recorder Society (1983), 
the Minneapolis Recorder Society (1979) and the St. 
Paul Recorder Society (1977) 

I received a plastic alto recorder for Christmas in 1969.  

I loved it.  No reeds to mess with!  I felt at home from 

the first note played.  And the joy from that first 

experience remains after all these years.  I discovered an 

amazing thing about the recorder family of instruments; 

each serves beginning and advanced players with equal 

amounts of challenge and satisfaction. 

Over the years, it has been my good fortune to have music 

written for me by a wonderful composer with whom I first 

connected in 1970 for my Masters recital and again in this 

millennium for the Saint Luke Recorder Series.  

Performing new music by Randy Snyder in 1970 and in 

2006 has been a privilege.  We both grew a lot in the 

interim. 

I love playing old music in new ways.  I don’t love 

performing predictable readings of any music regardless 

of the stylistic mind-set that produced it.  For me, 

performing must be fun and adventuresome first; 

historically accurate, second.  William Kincaid was my 

favorite teacher/coach.  After leaving the Philadelphia 

Orchestra as Principal Flutist, he joined the woodwind 

faculty at the University of Wisconsin/Madison during 
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the years I was studying musicology.  He walked by my 

office one day while I was practicing for my upcoming 

recital.  He knocked.  I didn’t know who this white-

haired guy was.  It was late 1969.  I wasn’t gray yet.  He 

said, “I have never heard a recorder do those things 

before.”  Ultimately, Mr. Kincaid agreed to let me study 

with him in preparing for the recital.  He knew little 

about recorder playing, recorder technique or recorder 

pedagogy.  Obviously, he knew plenty about solo 

performance.  Had I asked him, I think he would have 

agreed with a dictum that continues to drive my playing: 

There are no sacred cows;  
neither are there sacred treatises 

I hope to see as many of you as possible for the April 19 

concert.   It should be fun and adventuresome.  And 

really good food follows!  Feel free to contact me for the 

music to Dies Irae if you would like to check it out 

(langfeldjohn@gmail.com).  Hope to see you soon! 

CHORDially, John T. Langfeld 

Tuesday Night Recorder Sessions 

The Oak Park Recorder Society offers a fine way to gain 

regular experience in playing with a group.  OPRS 

members meet Tuesday night, 8 to 10 PM, in the 

basement of the Pilgrim Congregational Church, 460 

Lake Street.  Go to the back entrance near the parking lot 

and ring the buzzer for the basement.   

Chapter Information 

Our chapters are open to anyone, regardless of musical 

training, who wants to cultivate and sponsor love and 

appreciation of the art, history and use of the recorder and 

related instruments. Our meetings, programs and 

publications help members to come together and to find 

others with similar interests. 

Chicago Chapter Dues begin September 1, and West 

Suburban dues cover June 1 through May 31 and are due 

in September.  Both groups include membership in either 

chapter and in the American Recorder Society.  Members 

are listed in the ARS directory, receive The American 

Recorder magazine and this newsletter.  

The Recorder Reporter newsletter is published monthly 

from September to May and is the joint effort of the 

Chicago Chapter and the West Suburban Early Music 

Society.  It is free to chapter members.  Subscriptions for 

nonmembers are available for $5 through the editor. 

Chicago Chapter ARS (chicagoars.org) 

Webmaster  Larry Johnson  

 (lljohns@us.ibm.com) (773) 631-6671  

President Mark Dawson  

 (msjddawson@sbcglobal.net) (773) 334-6376 

First Vice President Dennis Sherman 

 (drsynj-chicagoars@yahoo.com ) (773) 764-1920 
Second Vice President Larry Johnson 

 (lljohns@us.ibm.com) (773) 631-6671 

Secretary  Ann Greene

 (anngreene@att.net) (630) 638-0959 
Treasurer  Dale Fitschen 

 (Fitsch@sbcglobal.net) (708) 386-9114 

Hospitality  Nancy Chabala  

 nchabala@mymailstation.com) (708) 442-6053  

Outreach  Hildé Staniulis  

 (773) 363-7476 and 

 Arlene Ghiron (afghiron@aol.com) (773) 525-4026  

 

Chicago Chapter meetings: Usually third Sunday 

of each month, September through May, 2 PM, St. 

Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1500 Belmont 

Avenue, Chicago. Enter at door west of main entrance to 

sanctuary; and go to Founders Hall in the basement.  

West Suburban Early Music Society 

Convenor:  Laura Kuhlman  

 (Laura@thekuhlmans.com) (630) 462-5427 

Vice-Convenor:  Ed Green 

  (edwgreen@aol.com) (630) 983-7251 

Secretary:  Eric Stern  

 (egstern1@yahoo.com) (708) 594-9243 

Treasurer:  Nancy Good 

  (Good-Naperville@worldnet.att.net) (630) 355-6690 

Membership:  Carol Stanger  

 (cvstanger@aol.com) (630) 789-6402 

Hospitality:  Nancy Finley  

 (nfelma3@comcast.net) 
 

WSEMS meetings: Second Sunday of each month, 

September through April, first Sunday of May, 2-4:30 

PM at the Naperville Evangelical Covenant Church, 

1150 Hobson Road, Naperville, southwest corner of 

Naper Boulevard and Hobson Road. Exit I-88 at Naper 

Boulevard and travel south. The church entrance is on a 

side street, more obvious from Hobson Road.  The 

group also holds meetings in the summer months and 

offers concerts from time to time. 

Mark Dawson, editor 
2425 W. Leland, Chicago, IL  60625-2913 
Msjddawson@sbcglobal.net / (773) 334-6376 
 

Deadline for March  issue February 25   
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